GSAT-

TGSA Board Meeting Agenda
Date: August 26" 2026

Start time: 6pm

End time: 8pm

Location: Zoom

Chair: Jaz Raine

Scribe: Jaz

Attendance: Jaz,

Regrets: Almat

Land Acknowledgement Exercise

Approve Previous Minutes:

Motion to approve previous meeting minutes
Mover:

Second:

2. Call to Order:

Mover:

Second:
3. Adopt the Agenda:

Mover:
Second:

Discussion
Approve:

Oppose:
Abstain:

4. Presentation(s) and Discussion (s) with/without motions (read through submitted reports)



Jaz Raine President VP Student Affairs

Heather Klyn Hesselink VP Senate

Jordan Webb VP Internal Affairs

Uzma Danish Equity Commissioner

Cinthia Hernandez International Student Commissioner

Jamie Burnett Environmental Commissioner

Almat Kabyl PhD Science Rep

Kristin Jones PhD Arts Rep

Jonathan Nayler MA Arts Rep

Vy (Ngoc Khanh Vy Huyn) MsC Science Rep

Tyler Majer CUPE Rep

Financial Report (item 5)

5. Finance & Operations Co-Ordinator (updates from Connor Elverson)

Budget for the coming year
Audit update

6. Question Period and Departmental Issues (questions from exec + external team)



7. Business Arising from the Minutes (anything to discuss from last month/minutes)

8. Motions (voting for any motions)

Motion that the TGSA Board of Directors contribute XXX to the Grad Skills Retreat hosted by
Academic Skills on October 27" 2026. The funding will go to providing snacks and beverages to
registered students and the TGSA logo will be included on the event pamphlets.

Motion that the TGSA Board of Directors establish a subcommittee, to be known as the
subcommittee for the purpose of...

The subcommittee shall be chaired by XXX, appointed by vote at a TGSA board of directors
meeting. The committee will come up with a terms of reference detailing committee scope,
purpose, and membership and will report to the TGSA board of directors monthly. All actions
recommended by the committee shall be approved and actioned following a majority vote of the
TGSA board of directors.

Motion made by:
Seconded by:
Passed/Failed

Abstentions

Motion that the TGSA Board of Directors establish a subcommittee, to be known as the
subcommittee for the purpose of...

The subcommittee shall be chaired by XXX, appointed by vote at a TGSA board of directors
meeting. The committee will come up with a terms of reference detailing committee scope,
purpose, and membership and will report to the TGSA board of directors monthly. All actions
recommended by the committee shall be approved and actioned following a majority vote of the
TGSA board of directors.

Motion made by:

Seconded by:



Passed/Failed
Abstentions

Discussion:

Motion that the TGSA Board of Directors establish a subcommittee, to be known as the
subcommittee for the purpose of...

The subcommittee shall be chaired by XXX, appointed by vote at a TGSA board of directors
meeting. The committee will come up with a terms of reference detailing committee scope,
purpose, and membership and will report to the TGSA board of directors monthly. All actions
recommended by the committee shall be approved and actioned following a majority vote of the
TGSA board of directors.

Motion made by:
Seconded by:
Passed/Failed
Abstentions

Discussion:

9. Other Business (anything else needs to be said)
10. Notices of Motions and Announcements (any future meetings, due dates, etc.)
12. Meeting Called to a Close

Mover:
Second:

Addendum I
Executive Reports

President



Jaz Raine
Welcome to all

TGSA and the year ahead
TGSA Board Retreat + Picture day, September 13" 11:30-5. Meet in the Senior Common Room.

We will take everyone's individual pictures when you arrive and the group picture at 12pm when
we officially start. Bylaws are attached to this email. We will be doing TGSA jeopardy so make
sure you read through them and look through our sharepoint ahead of the meeting!

Meetings

Meeting with Craig and Mark Skinner re: blackboard colour code scheme, training modules,
update on SAS policy.

Meeting with Finance, SGS, Financial Aid, Advancement Office regarding our bursaries and terms
of reference

Meeting with Glenn VP Durham
- Durham listening session issues reported to him

Communications with Mgmt. program at Durham re: in person orientation

Forthcoming:

Meeting this Thursday to discuss beading event for Orange T Shirt Day that I will be planning
with Uzma once I get more information

PVP meeting in mid-September
Scheduling meetings with TCSA and UHIP surrounding changes to benefit plan

Ongoing projects:
Waiting to hear back from Julie at Wellness regarding SAS procedures.

Submitted feedback on the Terms of Reference for the Scholars at Risk bursary this afternoon to
the provost office.

By-law cleaning up with Jordan ahead of our Fall General Meeting
Request for funding for Grad Skills Retreat (motion to come)

Sadlier House TGSA TVG fridge is now officially open and ready for use, announcement soon to
come

Groups and Clubs MOU update



Accessibile Learning policy and procedures
Wellness Fee and budget

Website work update

Land Acknowledgement Exercise

Trent Radio levy proposal forthcoming

Note taking template for your committee work to be sent to VP Senate before each monthly
meeting

VP Student Affairs

Vacant- Filled by Jaz Raine in the interim
Event planning for the year and budget
Board meetings, attendance and repor
Attend events if you can

Save the dates:

Peterborough Orientation, September 8th @ 11am in the Gzowski Atrium. You're welcome
to join me at the TGSA table to welcome incoming grad students

Durham Orientation, September 9" at 11 (to be confirmed) at the Durham campus.

Traill Carnival September 12™ 8-3 in Bagnani Hall, you are welcome to come and help me host
the mocktail/games pavilion

Welcome event for students: waiting to hear back from banquets about availability.



VP Internal Affairs
Jordan Webb
Meeting Date: August 26, 2026

Submission Date: August 25, 2026
Name: Jordan Webb

TGSA Position: VP Internal Affairs
Committee Work:

- First animal care committee meeting scheduled for Sept 11
Events Organized or Attended:

- Website reorganization meeting
- Added as a signatory for financials
- Attended a meeting with Jaz + grad studies, grad finance, financial services, etc. to discuss
TGSA sponsored bursary disbursement (because current for disbursement is not aligned
with our by-laws).
Ideas related to your role:

Pertinent student communications:



VP Senate
Heather Klyn Hesselink

Meeting Date: Aug 26, 2026
Submission Date: Aug 24, 2026

Name: Heather Klyn Hesselink
TGSA Position: VP Senate

Committee Work

SAC — There have been many appeals over the summer which I attended. Richelle states that they
have more student representatives incoming, so that will release me a little for some of the appeals
this year.

Coordinated the initial TGSA sub-committee ideas and chairs.
Attended Executive meetings as needed to approve yearly budget, events, updated website, etc.

Beginning to organize committee representations. Reminder: All committees will come to me for
the beginning of September. If you receive emails from previous committees, please forward them
to me. I will start reaching out for volunteers once TA positions have been confirmed ?second
week of September

Events:

Writing Retreats — Organized some graduate writing retreats over the summer. Those that attended
were very grateful and wanted to know if we could continue during the school year.

Attended some Traill Pizza Friday’s, the Catering open house, Heart of Trent
Other:
Coordinated the initial sub-committee ideas and chairs.

Meetings with Provost and Dean of Graduate Studies about colour coding of Blackboard. Have
tentative agreement to move forward.

Coordinating with T&L and Wellness to provide Duty of Care/Inquiry to GTA’s.
To Do:

Work with SAS/Wellness to solidify Graduate Student Accessibility (procedure, training,
transparency).

Get the subcommittees going

Finish Committee Manual






Commissioner and Representative Reports

Equity Commissioner
Uzma Danish
Meeting Date: August 26, 2026

Submission Date: August 25, 2026
Name: Uzma Danish

TGSA Position: Equity Commissioner

Committee Work:
No Committee work for this month.
Events Organized or Attended:

Working with the Trent Durham Orientation committee and the Equity office to organize a
drumming event for 2026 orientation. As it stands, the drumming will not be part of the orientation
week event.

Working with Trail College to showcase South Asian Musical event for the orientation on
September 12, 2026

Ideas related to your role:

- Would like to get together to discuss events for 2026-2027 year

- Recently had experience to submit a physiotherapy claim through our health plan. I learned
that our plan only reimburses maximum of $40, same for message therapy. Our health plan
is not the greatest and I am wondering if our voices are represented. Are there TGSA reps
on the health benefit negotiation committee?

Pertinent student communications:



International Student Commissioner
Cinthia Hernandez
Meeting Date: Wednesday August 26, 2026

Submission Date: Monday, August 24, 2026

Name: Cinthia Hernandez

TGSA Position: International Student Commissioner

Committee Work:

No committee work during the summer; committees will start again in September.

Events Organized or Attended:

e ['ve attended a couple of Pizza Friday lunches at Traill College during the summer; these
events are also a good opportunity to talk with other Graduate Students and Traill College
staff.

e Looking forward to attending the TGSA Retreat and Photo Day on September 131, @&

Ideas related to your role:

e [ really liked Meghan's idea to tentatively host the International Student Social + Potluck
in October at Sadleir House.

e [ would also like to repeat the TGSA Health & Wellness Benefit training in November.
With new students joining, it's advantageous for them to understand their medical and
dental plan benefits as early as possible.

Pertinent student communications:

e [D’ve discussed the new tuition fees for the 2026-2027 academic year and the rising cost
of UHIP with a few international students. While I understand these are due to rising costs
and inflation, it’s concerning how international students will manage these payments.



Environmental Commissioner
Jamie Burnett

Meeting Date: 08-26-2026
Submission Date: 08-25-2026
Name: Jamie Burnett

TGSA Position: Environmental Commissioner

Committee Work:

- NA; no committee work going on over the summer
Events Organized or Attended:

- Super busy summer, and unfortunately didn’t spend a ton of time in Peterborough and did
not make it out to many events over the summer.
Ideas related to your role:

- Food insecurity subcommittee — ToR to follow
o Would be great to collaborate on ideas — Megan and Heather had some great ideas
as well
- Event in the fall — group hike in the Trent Nature Trails ?
o End of October?
Pertinent student communications:



Science Representative—PhD
Almat Kabyl
Meeting Date: August 26, 2026

Submission Date: August 25, 2026
Name: Almat Kabyl

TGSA Position: PhD Science Representative

Committee Work: n/a
Ideas related to your role:

This year, I would like to continue advocating for graduate students and remain actively involved
in committees such as the Graduate Studies Committee and the Distinguished Research Award
Committee. I would also like to support initiatives that enhance the overall graduate student
experience and contribute to the Convocation Committee to help ensure this important milestone
is well organized and meaningful for students.

Pertinent student communications:

I communicated with students regarding UHIP fees for January intake students. To better
understand the issue, I consulted with international students and reviewed previous fee structures.
I found that UHIP fees have traditionally been prorated for January intake students, whereas the
TGSA Health and Dental Insurance Plan does not follow the same approach.



Arts Representative — PhD
Kristin Jones

Meeting Date: August 26, 2026
Submission Date: August 24, 2026
Name: Kristin Jones

TGSA Position: PhD Arts Rep

Committee Work:

Not any committees yet for the upcoming year. Looking forward to continuing with some of the
same committees as last year, including The Wellness Committee.

Events Organized or Attended:

I helped Heather with the first TGSA writers retreat, and also attended part of the second one. With
CUPE I hosted another one. I’'m hoping that we can provide more of these throughout the
upcoming year. People really responded well to them and were very appreciative that we hosted
the space, and included Academic Skills, and extra activities like yoga.

Ideas related to your role:
Pertinent student communications:

I’m concerned with the confluence of a lack of TAships and workshop leader jobs and the change
and/or increased confusion with how TAships are appointed. As CUPE rep I am aware of two
departments that could not provide enough work for grad students still within funding. I think this
is something we need to watch out for.



Science Representative—MSc
Ngoc Khanh Vy Huyn

Meeting Date: August 26, 2026
Submission Date: August 26, 2026
Name: Vy Huynh

TGSA Position: Master of Science
Representative

Committee Work:

As a new representative, [ am currently familiarizing myself with the TGSA structure and identifying
key priorities for Master of Science (MSc) students.

Events Organized or Attended:

No events organized or attended in my representative capacity yet.

Ideas related to your role:

1. MSec Student Feedback Channel
Create a simple and accessible feedback channel, such as an anonymous Google Form, where MSc
students can share concerns, suggestions, and issues they would like brought forward to the TGSA.

2. MSc Networking and Community Building
Explore opportunities for an informal MSc networking or social event to help students from different
science programs and research areas connect with one another and build a stronger graduate student
community.

Pertinent student communications:

No specific student concerns have been brought forward to me yet. I plan to introduce myself to MSc
students and establish an accessible way for students to share feedback throughout the year.



Jonathan (Arts Representative — MA)
Jonathan Nayler

Meeting Date: Aug 26, 2026
Submission Date: Aug 24, 2026

Name: Jonathan Nayler

TGSA Position: MA Arts Representative

Committee Work: Indigenous Education Committee will be on the 29" of October at the
Gathering Space

Events Organized or Attended: Motivation Mondays and associated thesis writing sessions
on Zoom

Ideas related to your role: Planning on meeting new students at the graduate orientation,
Graduate Student Meetup, and the welcome back dinner at the Celie in Mid-September,
advocating for FIXING OSAP ASAP and post-secondary education, and attending the protests at
Dave Smith’s office

Pertinent student communications: Unfortunately, me and Kristin just got word that Windy
Pines will be for incoming PhD students only this year so we plan to attend James’ Graduate
Student Meetup at Traill College on the 9 of September and enjoy the great company with the
new Frost Centre students and all of the Arts, Master of Management, and Education students.
We are so missing the undergraduate and graduate students right now at Trent — very peaceful on
campus



Durham Representative
Vacant




CUPE Representative
Tyler Majer
Meeting Date: August 26™

Submission Date: August 25t
Name: Tyler Majer
TGSA Position: CUPE Rep

Committee Work:

None to Report

Events Organized or Attended:

Kristin and I hosted a Writer’s Retreat type event with CUPE over the summer

CUPE will be doing a short presentation at the GTA Orientation

CUPE will be at the Service Fair on September 8", as well as Trail Carnival the following Saturday
Things in Process: Sip & Learn for the Winter Term

Coffee W/ CUPE events in the fall - PTBO, Durham, Maybe online?

Ideas related to your role:

None to Report

Pertinent student communications:

None to Report



